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By IAN THOMS 
Current Staff Writer

Thursday on Connecticut Avenue, three lanes are
closed, traffic bottlenecked. What now? Not roadwork,
that’s the worst. But those aren’t construction workers.
Bright lights, red carpet, a stage: Could it really be? Is
Hollywood here?

The world premiere of “The Guardian” will bring
stars Kevin Costner and Ashton Kutcher to the Uptown
Theatre tomorrow evening. It will also bring the closure
of three of the six lanes on Connecticut Avenue for most
of the day.

The lanes between
Macomb and Ordway
streets in Cleveland Park
will be closed from 10:30
a.m. to 11 p.m. Two
northbound lanes and one
southbound will remain
open. Parking will be
restricted on both sides of
Connecticut Avenue from
400 feet north of Ordway
Street south to Newark
Street.

Will the traffic jam be
worth it? The city thinks so. Mayor Anthony Williams’
Office of Motion Picture and Television Development

See Premiere/Page 12

By JULIA O’DONOGHUE 
Current Staff Writer 

The D.C. Office of the Inspector
General has launched an investiga-
tion into student transcripts and the
graduation rate at Wilson High
School after one teacher accused the
school last spring of graduating sev-
eral students erroneously.

D.C. Public Schools officials will
receive and be allowed to comment
on a draft report of the inspector

general’s findings prior to a public
release at the end of October, said
deputy inspector general Austin
Andersen.

Wilson social studies teacher
Erich Martel has alleged that nearly
one-third of the school’s 2006 grad-
uates did not complete the course-
work required to receive a D.C. high
school diploma. 

Martel based his allegations —
first announced in May — on a per-
sonal review of the graduates’ high
school transcripts. The teacher said
several transcripts contained irregu-
larities — including missing core-

Roll out the red carpet and close the street

Storied Chinese eatery
may cede to drugstore

See Wilson/Page 37

Inspector general eyes
Wilson graduation rate

By JESSICA GOULD
Current Staff Writer

It has been a year of headline-
grabbing homicides and intense
scrutiny of the city’s emergency-
response systems. With less than a
week to go before Tuesday’s deci-
sive Democratic primary, the two
candidates for
council chair-
man expressed
views about
public safety. 

Both candi-
dates — Ward 7
Council mem-
ber Vincent Gray and Ward 3
Council member Kathy Patterson
— said in interviews with The
Current that the city’s emergency
medical services need to be evaluat-
ed and strengthened.

In an e-mail, Gray suggested the
city adopt some of the recommen-
dations resulting from the D.C.
Office of the Inspector General
investigation of journalist David
Rosenbaum’s death. Specifically, he
said he would “heartily support” the
installation of Global Positioning
Systems in all ambulances “to avert
delayed arrivals because of confu-
sion concerning the location of inci-

Council race
spotlights
public safety

See Chairman/Page 36

Bill Petros/The Current
Asplundh workers remove a large tree that had fallen across
Reno Road at Ellicott Street on Saturday when heavy rain
from tropical storm Ernesto passed through the area, uproot-
ing trees and downing power lines.

E R N E S T O  A T  E L L I C O T T

By ELIZABETH WIENER
Current Staff Writer

The oldest Chinese restaurant in
Cleveland Park, and perhaps the
District, will be transformed into a
major chain drugstore. A Walgreens
Co. spokesperson confirmed
Tuesday that it will be signing a
long-term lease for the Yenching
Palace, which has operated at 3524
Connecticut Ave. for more than a
half-century.

“We do plan to open a drugstore
there,” said Walgreens spokesperson
Carol Hively. “We are in agreement
with the owner and just working out
final details.” Hively said the chain
hopes to open up what could be its
first outlet in the District by next
summer.

Yenching Palace’s co-owner was
more reluctant to discuss the
impending deal. “We can’t be here
forever, and yes, we are looking for
a good tenant,” said co-owner Larry
Lung. He added that the popular
restaurant will remain open for the
near future. “It won’t happen this
year,” he said in a telephone inter-
view.

Others said the Illinois-based

drugstore chain has been eying the
quirky space for several years and
discussing plans to transform it into
a modern pharmacy — a tricky
proposition in the Cleveland Park
Historic District. Walgreens repre-
sentatives have had preliminary dis-
cussions with city preservation and
planning officials.

Hively said developer Randall
Clark of Mid-Atlantic Commercial
Properties in Virginia “has been
working closely with the city on the

See Drugstore/Page 33
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teacher’s original complaint

Matt Petros/The Current
After 50-plus years, Yenching
Place may soon close.■ Premiere: Uptown event to draw stars,

but some see nightmare on Connecticut Ave.

Ashton Kutcher will be at
the Uptown tomorrow for
a gala premiere.
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CALL TODAY TO PLACE YOUR AD IN THE NEXT ISSUE! 202.244.7223

Polly Driscoll 
202-607-7042
202-326-1300

Open Sunday, September 10th 1-4PM
3412 Rittenhouse Street, NW

virtual tour at www.expertsinrealestate.com

Elegant, spacious and loaded with charm, this wonderful colonial home
boasts gleaming hardwood floors, high ceilings, lovely period detail and
many beautiful renovations!! Stunning and newly remodeled kitchen, three
remodeled baths, a recently refinished third floor and lower level are some of
the handsome updates! Six good bedrooms, a first floor family room and an
enchanting screen porch make this lovely home just perfect! Steps to
Layfayette School and Park, Connecticut Avenue Shops and Theatre and easy
access to Metro. $995,000

CHEVY CHASE CLASSICNEW 

LISTING

5506 Connecticut Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20015
taylor4@longandfoster.com

www.taylor4.net

3254 Arcadia Place NW
Loving home, serene setting;

2 extra rooms & powder rm on 1st flr
$899,000

3709 Livingston Street NW
Period charm in super location;
4BR & 2 new BAs up, big TSK

$1,225,000

WE SELL CHEVY CHASE...

Call Keene Taylor, Jr. 202.321.3488
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look of the new Walgreens.” She
said plans include a plaque on the
building “referencing the history of
the location.” Clark could not be
reached for comment.

The deal, once finalized, would
replace a beloved, if slightly shabby,
neighborhood institution with a
growing national pharmacy chain.

Yenching Palace has served
Cleveland Park for a half-century
— “family-owned and managed”
since 1955, according to the restau-
rant’s Web site, which proclaims it
“the oldest Chinese restaurant serv-
ing the Metro Washington area.”

Famously, the restaurant was one
of the meeting sites of aides to
President John F. Kennedy and
Soviet Premier Nikita Kruschchev
during the Cuban missile crisis,
with terms that ended the tense cri-
sis and avoided war reportedly
worked out over a dining table.

An ABC television documen-
tary, “The Cuban Crisis,” was
filmed in part at the Yenching
Palace, according to the restaurant’s
Web site. And during Richard
Nixon’s administration, the place
was a site for diplomatic and social
exchanges between Secretary of
State Henry Kissinger and represen-
tatives of the People’s Republic of
China as part of Nixon’s efforts to
normalize relations between the two
countries.

On a more local level, the estab-
lishment has fed countless
Cleveland Park residents and
moviegoers from the Uptown
Theatre, and dished up what must
be tens of thousands of take-out
meals. Every Chinese New Year, the

restaurant hosts a party for the
growing number of local families
with children adopted from China,
Lung said.

But meanwhile, Cleveland Park
has grown and prospered around the
restaurant. Once practically the only
restaurant on the commercial strip,
and still one of the largest, Yenching
Palace now competes with numer-
ous upscale eateries.

Walgreens, by contrast, was
founded in Chicago in 1901 but
now operates more than 5,405
stores in 46 states. Major competi-
tors include Eckerd, Rite Aid and
CVS, which operates a store just
one block to the south.

According to Wikipedia, the
chain was the first to use child-
resistant prescription caps and first
to have a drive-through pharmacy. 

The chain is clearly in an expan-
sionist mode, opening its 3,000th
store in 2000 and its 4,000th in
2003. The 5,000th Walgreens
opened last October in Richmond,
according to Wikipedia, and the
company is hoping to have 7,000
stores by 2010.

Currently, the closest Walgreens
is in Waldorf, Md., Hively said. But
she said the chain is seeking other
locations in the District, possibly
including the recently shuttered
Blackie’s Restaurant on M Street.

The Connecticut Avenue strip of
Cleveland Park is now a bustling
commercial area, with a busy Metro
stop and several restaurants that
attract diners from a much wider
area. But it is also a historic district,
which means additions and changes
to buildings must be approved by
city preservation authorities, mak-
ing renovation of even a quirky one-
story building like the Yenching
Palace problematic.
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